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Work,
Safety at sea, and 
Protection of fishers’ lives
Decent Work (including Safety at Sea) – IUU Fishing



• Issues
• Instruments
• Actions taken
• Next steps



• Human trafficking
• Forced labour
• Abandonment
• Fatalities
• Accidents
• Discrimination
• Abuse
• Child labour
• Poor Occupational Safety and Health (OSH)
• Ignoring right to freedom of association and collective bargaining 



UNCLOS (1982)*

UN Fish Stocks Agreement (1995)*
FAO Port State Measures

Agreement (2009)*

FAO Compliance Agreement (1993)*

FAO Code of Conduct for

Responsible Fisheries (1995)

International Plans of Action

Sharks, Seabirds, Capacity, IUU

(1999-2001)

Strategies on information

STF, STA

(2003-2008)

International Guidelines

FSP, SSF, BC/DC, DSF, VGCDS
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Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF)



Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable 
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food 
Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines)



The Agreement on Port State Measures to 
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported 
and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing (PSMA)



Vessel Related Instruments



Personnel-related instruments



FAO/ILO/IMO cooperation 
Mandatory instruments:

• Cape Town Agreement of 2012

• 1995 STCW-F Convention

• Work in Fishing Convention (No. 188)

• SOLAS (Chapter V on navigation)

• PSMA (Links between safety, forced labour and IUU fishing)



Actions:
• Multi-stakeholder dialogues on human and labour 

rights in fisheries
• Joint working group on Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing and related matters 
FAO/Holy See Event on World Fisheries Day 21 
November 2016

• Ensuring decent work and social protection in SSF
• Responsible business conduct in seafood value chains



Needed:
• Strengthen organization fishworkers
•Ratifications of instruments
• Implementation of instruments



Implementation Joint Programme
• Cross-sectoral inter-agency collaboration
•Multi-stakeholder dialogues and partnerships

 fish industry
 government authorities, 
 fish workers, CSOs



Thank you
Decent-fish-work@fao.org
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